
“WE SHALL RISE AGAIN”: 
EASTER HOPE TRIUMPHS OVER DEATH 

Honestly, I have to admit that as a kid, I always felt a little sorry for the Washington Generals. Remember 
them? The Generals were the hapless team that played against the Harlem Globetrotters night after night, year 
after year. And they always lost in the end! Now, as a 9-year-old, I did not fully appreciate that the games were 
rigged– they were sheer entertainment. People were there, fully knowing the outcome ahead of time, 
nevertheless the games were amazingly entertaining as the Globetrotters marveled us with their ball handling 
skills. Year after year, we approach Holy Week with the intention of fully entering into the Paschal Mystery of 
Jesus Christ. In one sense of course, we know the outcome. It’s baked into the equation. So, why do we replay 
this divine drama annually with such anticipation?  

We enter into the mystery precisely because it directly involves us. The death of Jesus, though in time, 
transcends time. His death brought about our redemption; he died for our sins, even though we did not yet 
exist in time. Holy Week is a re-presentation of the singular event of our redemption. In Saint Paul’s Letter to 
the Ephesians, we read: “In him we have redemption by his blood, the forgiveness of transgressions, in accord 
with the riches of his grace that he lavished upon us.” (Ephesians 1:7-8a) Redemption is the act by which Jesus 
saved us from the slavery of sin, specifically his sacrificial death on the cross. That is, by that very act he made 
possible any ability we have of being righteous before God. Another way of conceiving this is that redemption 
is the act whereby our salvation is made possible, even if not yet fully effected.  

Consider what it means to redeem a coupon. You have a coupon you cut out of the newspaper. Only when 
you redeem the coupon does its full effect become realized. In my sick call kit, in use since 1989, I have a 
coupon for Cossetta’s. To say that it is well-worn is an understatement. The coupon is worth a grand total of 
$1.00, but there is no expiration date listed. The phone number of the establishment contains a 612 Area Code. 
It was only in 1998 that the Saint Paul and Minneapolis area code split, assigning 612 to Minneapolis and 
creating a new 651 for Saint Paul. So, the coupon is at least that old, though in reality I think it is as old as my 
priesthood! I stuck it in my anointing book as a bookmark, and it has remained ever since. It has never been 
redeemed. And don’t get me going on my years-long indefensible accumulation of Super America/Speedway 
points. “Redeem, redeem and hoard no more!” 

Our Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches about redemption in a section entitled “The Mysteries of 
Christ’s Life.” It reads: “Christ’s whole life is a mystery of redemption. Redemption comes to us above all 
through the blood of his cross…” (CCC, Paragraph #517) Later, it describes the Eucharist as “the sacrament 
of redemption.” We read in Matt. 26:28: “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured put for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.” Redemption is a buying back, a payment of satisfaction, if you will. In this case, Jesus 
“spent” that which was of the highest value– he gave his very life on account of us. Salvation, on the other 
hand, begins with a movement of God’s grace in an individual’s heart, calling him or her to repentance. Salvation 
represents our acceptance of that grace– our free choice is determinative of whether our redemption (already 
accomplished recall) effects our eternal union with God in heaven. 

On Easter Sunday, we celebrate the ultimate victory over sin and death, the final triumph of Jesus over sin 
and death. He conquered them both and his resurrection gives us hope for our lives and increases our desire 
to be with Jesus forever in heaven. God willing, when that happens, we will be saved. “Christ’s death is both 
the Paschal sacrifice that accomplishes the definitive redemption of men… and the sacrifice of the New Covenant, 
which restores man to communion with God…” Its value is priceless– it is both redemption and reparation 
(to repair), atonement and satisfaction. His death on the Cross was a payment of infinite value, and as such, 
applies as much to us as it did to the apostles for whom he died on Calvary. 

Our salvation begins in Baptism by means of our death to Original Sin, though the journey hardly ends there. 
It continues throughout our lives, growing in love and virtue, and yes, it even includes our detours from the 
right path by means of sin. The journey ultimately leads to glory. But today we commemorate the definitive 
victory of Jesus over sin and death. We rejoice in that victory, and we nurture God’s life of grace by means of 
the sacraments. We especially pray that our Eucharistic fasting will soon end. In the meantime– Rejoice! Lent 



is over. I offer my promise of prayers and greetings to all of our parishioners and many welcome guests who, 
in more normal times, would be with us today, celebrating the Risen Lord, raising our Alleluias to heaven. On 
behalf of Frs. Pavlak and Bambenek, we extend to you our greeting and promise of prayers for a Blessed 
Easter. 

• Our “drive-thru” Palm Sunday Distribution plan worked quite well, far exceeding my expectations. We 
gave away all that our generous staff had pre-packaged. Stock values for the makers of Ziploc bags must 
have soared! Cars were waiting 30 minutes before the scheduled start. We distributed non-stop from 
8:30-11:00 a.m. We ended up executing an assembly line of sorts. It worked best for Fr. Pavlak and me 
to distribute palms, bulletins and copies of the Holy Week Magnificat, while Fr. Bambenek was farther 
up the street providing in-car blessings.  

• Too esoteric? Moi? Yes, last Sunday’s column was too esoteric, at least according to my sainted mother. 
Not only did I mail her a copy of the bulletin (her residence currently forbids visits), but I used my own 
stamp–not charging the Cathedral– and drove it to the post office to insure its timely delivery. The 
things I do! Be it resolved, Mom. I’ll never use the word monotheletism again if–and ONLY if– the 
Easter Bunny comes through (i.e. Regina’s Candies!) with a basket. Deal or no deal? 

• The earth stood still? Seismologists at the Royal Observatory in Brussels, Belgium have noticed fully 
a one-third drop in vibrations, those caused by moving vehicles and industrial machinery. A 
seismologist at California Institute of Technology noted, “The drop is seriously wild.” Unquestionably, 
people are taking seriously the call to remain at home. It is surreal. 

• We were truly honored to host the evening sessions of the Archdiocesan Virtual Holy Week Retreat 
this past week. I thank Bishop Cozzens for his zealous leadership in designing the retreat, Archbishop 
Hebda for celebrating the Sacred Triduum and his continued support. Most of all, a word of thanks to 
Joe Fink for producing these video programs and to all of you for tuning in! 

• Thank you for your continued financial support– it is absolutely critical at this time. See the QR code 
(page 6) and consider Electronic Funds Transfer giving or mailing in your support.  

Sincerely in Christ, 

Fr. John L. Ubel,  

Rector 


